Camp funding

Editor: The John J. Nerden Camp (Middlefield) has been servicing our physically and mentally challenged (children) citizens since 1966, some 44 years. The Nerden Camp's purpose is to provide recreational programs and leisure-time activities for children and adults with special needs. Meriden historically has been a staunch supporter of camp since its inception. Most of the campers in attendance reside in the City of Meriden. The volunteers and staff are from Meriden, although they draw from all over Middlesex and New Haven Counties.

The Nerden Camp annually sends a request for payment to Meriden in December - after the summer program has concluded. This request is based on the number of camper attendance days. In other words, they bill in arrears. Until 2005, Meriden paid 100 percent of what was requested. The cost per-camper per week is approximately $180.This number represents the cost per camper for the seven-week summer day camp. Expenses covered include: licensure, insurance, transportation,food,salary,taxes,maintenance,5 recreational activates per day, special events and utilities. The payments made by the municipalities whom we serve go into a general fund for the expenses and operation of camp. The program consists of music, arts and crafts, swimming, outdoor recreation and indoor recreation.

We must continue to fund the Nerden Camp at 100 percent and not cut the funding by 100 percent, as Meriden's City Manager has suggested there really is no other choice in this matter.

This group of children (citizens) cannot be discriminated against by depriving them of the only recreational opportunities some of them may ever experience in their lives! We talk about our diamonds in the City of Meriden- Hubbard Park, Hunter Golf Course- well, the Nerden Camp and what we do for our special children is at the top of that list.
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